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TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
Paterson, (.N. J.) May 26, 1823. 

S1r,—Having understood that the Rev. William 
Parkinson, of New-York, was to preach at the 
Academy in this place yesterday morning, I, with 
others, attended. The text which he selected, was 
Luke iv. 32. “ And they were astonished at his doc- 
trine, for his word was with power.” After having 
spoken for some length of time, he advanced, in 
substance, the following—* Arminians boast of 
preaching free grace ; but their free grace is like the 
free grace of a merchant taylor, who keeps clothes 
for sale: you are free to go and provide yourselves 
with as many suits as you please, but you would 
find that he expected you to pay forthem. Now 
this is a fair sample of Arminian free grace. The 
grace of God, say they, is free for all who will per- 
form certain conditions. While the Scriptures re- 
present man as dead, blind and lame ; so that they 
cannot perform those conditions.” After expatia- 
ting for some time on this subject, he proceeded 
thus—“ The Universalist says, that at the resurrec- 
tion all men shall be raised, and taken to heaven. 
But Christ says, All that are in their graves shall 
hear his voice: all shall come forth ; they that have 
done good to the resurrection of life, and they that 
have done evil to the resurrection of damnation. 
And he says, concerning the wicked, these shall go 
away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous 
into life eternal. You know the Universalists quib- 
ble here, to try to make everlasting mean something 
different from eternal ; but the learned among them 
know better; they know they are deceiving the 
people ; and they know the original word is the 
same in both cases.” And he concluded, by ex- 
horting the audience to beware of this dangerous 
doctrine. 

With such words as these, and a profuse quantity 
of burning lakes and endless flames, he succeeded 
in working upon the feelings of some of the female 
part of the congregation, so as to cause them to 
shed tears, and vent sighs, as though their hearts were 
filled with direful apprehensions of the wrath of 
God; which he assured them was ready to burst 
upon their heads, and hm! them to never-ending 
misery. When Christ gave commission to his 
apostles to preach, it was to preach the gospel ; 
which the apostle to the Galatians, Chap. iii. 8, as- 
sures us, is blessedness for the nations in Christ. 
This man, in common with many (alas! too many) 
others, who profess to be preachers of the gospel of 
Christ, in the stead of teaching that God is Love, 
seems to endeavour to impress upon the minds of 
his hearers, that God is hatred. And, in the stead 





of proclaiming, Glad tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people, they ave promulgating sad 
tidings of endless misery to all, save an elect few. 
His talents, as a preacher, I consider as above the 
common rank ; and therefore conclude he could not 
be ignorant that Universalists do not pretend to say 
there is a difference in the meaning of the words 
everlasting and elernal. With these remarks, and 
a fervent desire that he, with all others, may be 
turned from the worship of the beast, to the service 
of the living God, I take my leave. 
A HEARER. 

Notre.—The writer of the above has left his 
name, which will be made known to Mr. P., if re- 
quested. We subscribe to the opinion expressed 
by our correspondent, that Mr. P. could not be ig- 
norant of the fact, that Universalists net only admit, 
but contend, that the words in the original, render- 
ed eternal and everlasting, are the same. If Mr. P. 
makes this declaration again, the public will esti- 
mate his integrity correctly, and award him the de- 
merit which will be the proper recompense for de- 
ception. Ep. 

—p— 
THE VOICE OF THE GREAT BEAST, 
STYLED 
“4 warning from Heaven to all vile sinners upon 
earth.” 

A pamphlet of eight pages, octavo, was published, 
not long since, in New-Jersey, with the above title, 
by the revival-raisers, to convert sinners to their 
god. The Bible, we presume, and reason and com- 
mon sense were thought to be insufficient. The 
time of the happening of the wonderful event is 
carried back to an age, and located in a country, so 
very distant, that the deception is well calculated to 
pass current with the simple and unwary. It ap- 
pears that “In the town of Govert, thirteen miles 
southwest of Gloucester, (Eng.) lately lived the 
Rev. Mr. Thomas Chamberlain,” &c. How lately ? 
Why, the account says, in the “ month of Septem- 
ber, 1718,” he “was taken in a trance, and lay 
several hours.” During this trance, the account 
says, the reverend gentleman’s “ soul as it were had 
taken its flight into another world ; he was kindly 
saluted by the same person who had warned him of 
his death,” &c. (He had previously been notified.) 
After taking a short look at heaven, and being as- 
sured that he should die and go there the next 
Sabbath,—“ Now, said the holy angel, you shall see 
the state of the damned, and all that do not make 
their peace with God. Then, taking me down the 
hill, he bid me look on the left hand, where I had a 
most dreadful prospect of the bottomless pit burning 
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with fire and brimstone, which put me into a great 
trembling, because I saw a great many devils on 
the first bank thereof, some of which offered to 
catch me; but the angel bid me take courage, for 
they could not hurt me ; and, looking a little more 
earnestly on them, I perceived that they were chain- 
ed, which gave me some new assurance. Behold, 
had you heard the cries of the damned, and seen 
their torments, you would never dare to sin, nor of- 
fend God any more,” &c. 

This account of hell, with many high coloured 
particulars, was given by the reverend gentleman 
the next Sabbath, from his pulpit, having his shroud 
and coffin on the spot. After a long discourse, of 
what was said to him by the angel, the account says 
the angel addressed him as follows—* Depart now, 
thou holy man; be thou the messenger of this, and 
make known to the inhabitants of the earth, the 
Lord hath found thee righteous in his sight; be 
faithful unto death, and thou shalt have a crown of 
life ; for, on the thirteenth day of the month, and 
ninth hour of the day, thou shalt be with the Lord, 
and receive the reward of “ Come, ye blessed of the 
Lord.”’* 

It is in this enlightened age, that a part of the 
community, calling themselves Christians, publish 

falsehood, and circulate it to convert sinners! This 
bundle of lies, is dated “ Tewksbury, (.V. J.) July 6, 
1821.” On the last page is some rhyme, entitled 
“Christian Experience,” from which we extract 
the following— 

« Mixtures of joy and trouble I daily do pass through ; 
Sometimes I'm in a valley sinking down with wo, 
Sometimes I am exalted, on eagles’ wings I fly, 

I rise above my troubles, and hope to reach the sky 

« Sometimes I'm full of doubting, and think I have no grace, 
Sometimes I'm full of praying, when Christ reveals his face ; 
Sometimes my hope is little, | think Pll throw it by, 
Sometimes it seems sufficient if I were call’d to die.” 


We presume the publishers of this pamphlet wish 
to “ raise a revival,” and make Christians of their 
Convert men with fire and brimstone ! 
They have, though unwittingly, given a true por- 
trait of themselves, when they say, 


own stamp. 


Sometimes I'm full of doubting, and think I have no grace.” 


Again. This hope looks like the hope of the 
hypocrite, and proves their faith to be rotten.— 
* Sometimes my hope is little, I think I'll throw it by.” 

Of the Christians, who, on their own confession, 
are “ full of doubting, and think they have no 
grace,” and who talk of throwing their hopes away, 
we think they had better raise a revival among them- 
selves; and, if they cannot make their fire and brim- 
stone publications answer, (they have given them a 
fair trial,) try the Bible and common sense ! 

—< p> 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Sir,—The following passage of Scripture I sub- 

mit for your consideration, hoping it may find a 





_" The reverend gentleman having told his story, died in 
his pulpit, and was put into his coffin and buried the same 
evening. So the account says! 


place in your valuable paper, together with an ex- 

position, giving its meaning. John v. 28, 29. 

By attending to the above request, you will oblige 
a subseriber. E. P. A. 

June 1, 1823. 

Joun v. 238, 29. 

Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, tn the 
which all that are in the graves shall hear his 
voice, and shall come forth: they that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life ; and they that 
have done evil, unto the resurrection of damna- 
tion. 

This passage has been discussed in our former 
volumes. However, as it is a subject of much nn- 
portance, and it is probable this may meet the in- 
spection of many persons who will not have an op- 
portunity toread ow former expositions of this pas- 
sage, it will be proper to consider it briefly. 

The principal difficulties which are presented to 
the inind, on reading this passage, are the follow- 
ing—First—Those who become the recipients of 
the damnation spoken of, cannot be saved. Se- 
cond—It disproves the doctrine of the salvation of 
all anen, because it designates a period for the exe- 
cution of the sentence, posterior to this life, and af- 
ter the general resurrection and judgment. Now, 
if these objections were real, being founded on 
Scripture, reason, and fact, we should no longer ad- 
vocate the reverse. But this is not the case. Ex- 
amine the connexion. Verse 25. “ Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, 
when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of 
God; and they that hear shall live.” This was in 
the present tense. It must be admitted, that those 
spoken of as dead, were those who were dead in sin. 
Otherwise, it supposes a conversion after the death 
of the body, which our friends in opposition do not 
relish. Were these dead sinners in the graves? We 
answer, Yes. For Christ, ver. 28, adds, “ Marvel 
not at this; for the hour is coming ; in the which 
all that are in the [not their] graves shall hear his 
” Tt appears that, at the time, only a part of 
those in the graves heard; but the time, or hour, 
was coming, When alf who were in the graves should 
hear, &c. We insist upon this distinction in the 
tenses. Keep your eye upon this. When did the 
hour last mentioned arrive? Ans. See Dan. x. 14. 
“ Now I am come to make thee understand what 
shall befal thy people [the Jews,] in the latter days ; 
{not in another world,] for the vision ts for days.” 
[Not for eternity.] The Spirit continues his in- 
structions to the prophet, to chap. xii. at the Ist and 
2d verses of which we read as follows—“ And at 
that time shall Michel stand up, the great Prince 
{Christ,] which standeth for the children of thy 
people ; and there shall be atime of trouble, such 
as never was since there was a nation to that same 
time: and at that time thy people shall be deliver- 
ed, every one that shall be found written in® the 
book. And many of them that sleep in the dust of 
the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and 
some to shame and everlasting contempt.” Christ 
(Matt. xxiv. 15, 21,) quotes Daniel, as follows— 


voice. 





“ When ye therefore shall see the abomination of 
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desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand 
in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him under- 
stand.) For then shall be great tribulation, such as 
was not since the beginning of the world to this 
time, no, nor ever shall be.” The language is high- 
iy figurative in both passages. The dust of the 
earth, and the graves, dénote the blindness of men, 
and the darkness of their minds. 

The resurrection, literally, is a coming forth, or 
casting out of the dead. In the !iteral resurrection 
spoken of by Paul, 1 Cor. xv. the dead are raised 
incorruptible, immortal, and glorious. But, in this 
figurative language of the passage under considera- 
tion, those that are in the graves come forth to a 
resurrection, not in a resurrection. Christ says, 
“J am the resurrection and the life,” &c. The 
hour is coming—When? Ans. At the destruction 
of the Jewish Church and worship. Then Christ 
was manifested in his kingdom. Man slept no 
more, but came out of the dark grave of ignorance 
to a knowledge of Christ the resurrection. They 
who do good, believe on him, have the life of the 
age, and rejoice. They who come to the knowledge 
of Christ’s triumphant death and glory, and do not 
believe, are—damned. Ah! How do you know 
this? Why, the book says so. Wedeny it. The 
book says no such thing. By consulting Rev. xiv. 
6, 7, you will Jearn that the judgment of God, and 
the preaching oi the gospel, (or coming out of the 
graves,) were simultaneous. And by consulting an 
honest commentator, or the Greek Testament, you 
will find that the saine word, to an accent, is render- 
ed judgment in Rev. xiv. 7, that is rendered damna- 
tion in John v. 29. How came the translators to 
make this difference? That is more than we can 
tell. You are welcome to a conjecture, reader, and 
it is this—They could not make their favourite 
damnation agree with the connexion in Rev. xiv. 7, 
for to call upon men to give glory to God, because 
the hour of his damnation is come, would be shock- 
ing language. In John v. 29, however, they had an 
opportunity to do as they pleased ; and the conse- 
quence is, that men are damned by the translators, 
when their Saviour only judged them. His judg- 
ment is merciful. It was left for the holy parson to 
consign men to an endless hell ! 


ee 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


SERMON 
Delivered at Bernardston, (Mass.) Oct. 29, 1822, at 
the funeral of a child (an only son,) of Mr. 

Joseph Pickett. By John Brooks. 

INTRODUCTION. 

The following discourse was hastily prepared for 
the occasion on which it was delivered, and involves 
considerations, respecting infants, which are not 
explained. ‘The author believes our whole earthly 
nature to be a body of sin, and that obedience to its 
propensities constitutes one asinner. But, “ sin is 
Rot imputed where there is no jaw ;” and law is 
what designates those inclinations and acts which 
are sinful. “Where there is nolaw (leg there be ever 
# much sin,) there is no transgressidn.” There is, 





and can be, no law in the mind of a child, until it 

becomes capable of understanding. Therefore, un- 

til that period, it is innocent, although, if it had 
corporeal powers, it should even murder. What is 
meant by law in the mind, is conscience, which is 
acquired by experience and cultivation. The best 
conscience is produced by that law which is most 
perfect; which, with Chrisuans, is, “'Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and thy 
neighbour as thyself.” The excellency of this law 
constitutes the excellency of our religion; and when 
it shall be established in every mind and heart, and 
not till then, will the world be saved. For this we 
preack the gospel ; and those who receive and obey 
it, are without condenination, THE AUTHOR. 

SERMON. 
MATTHEW Xvitt. 10. 

Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones ; 
Sor I say unto you, that, in heaven, their angels do 
always behold the face of my Father which is in 
heaven. 

The little ones, spoken of in the text, are either 
little children, or adult persons, who, in their tem- 
pers and dispositions, resemble little children,— 
Christ, in several instances, and in the most affect- 
ing manner, manifested his regard for little child- 
ren: he took them in his arms and blessed them, 
&e. He declared to his hearers, “ Except ye be 
converted and become as little children, ye shall in 
no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.” This 
is sufficient to show, that the moral state of little 
children is that which eomports with heaven, and 
the most perfect blessedness. If this be the case, 
the opinion of some people that little children are 
liable to the “ wrath of God, and the pains of hell 
for ever,” must be erroneous. This opinion ap- 
pears to be opposed, not only to what Christ said 
respecting them as above quoted, but to numerous 
other representations of Scripture, By the prophet 
Ezekiel God has expressly declared, “The son 
shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither 
shall the father bear the iniquity of the son; the 
righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, 
and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon 
him.” Ezek. xviii. Therefore, seeing a child has 
the iniquity of no one but itself to bear, if it has not 
iniquity of its own, it is innocent. Until a child 
becomes capable of understanding the moral law, it 
cannot be guilty of anf infringement of that law. A 
child is, therefore, as innocent as the angels in 
heaven, and is precisely in the same moral state : 
“ Of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 

The Scriptures uniformly state, that every person 
is, and shall be, rewarded according to his works. 
And what works has a child, of but a few days old, 
performed ? Has it done, or neglected to do, those 
works for which some “ go away into everlasting 
punishment,” and others “ into life eternal 7” Think 
ye that Christ ever said, or ever will say, to such lit- 
tle children, “I was an hungered, and ye gave me 
meat, &c.”? or, “I was an hungered, and ye gave 
me no meat, &c.” and place them on his right hand 
or left, for eternity, in consideration of their good or 
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bad conduct in this respect? No one can suppose 
little children to be capable of this attention to, or 
neglect of, Christ, or of those whom he denominated 
his brethren. Such little children, therefore, are 
subjects neither of rewards nor punishments. Nev- 
ertheless we have Christ’s authority for considering 
them the subjects of heaven and happiness—“ O; 
such is the kingdom of heaven.—Their angels do 
always behold the face of my Father which is in 
heaven.” If this view of the case be just, one very 
important consequence presents itself, viz. If little 
children are heirs of immortality, with all its con- 
comitant blessings, then immortality, and those un- 
fading joys, are not conferred according to works, 
but of the free grace of God. That little children 
are heirs of immortality, is as certain as that any of 
the human race are ; “ for, as in Adam all die, even 
so in Christ shall all be made alive.” “ For the 
creature (or creation) itself also shall be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption,” 1 Cor. xv. Rom. 
viii. Children then, at least, are an exception to 
the doctrine which teaches that happiness or misery, 
in the immortal state, are the reward of deeds done 
in this mortal life. [If immortality, and its unspeak- 
able and endless joys, depended on the deeds of this 
life, not a child, which dies before it becomes capa- 
ble of moral action, could inherit them. Thanks to 
our gracious God, this is not the case. Immortality 
and eternal life are the gift of God, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ ; or, in other words, through the 
resurrection. Asthe Father raiseth up the dead 
and quickeneth them, even so the Son quickeneth 
whom he will. As the Father hath life in himself, 
so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself. 
Neither the Son, nor any other being, can have this 
life but as it is imparted from God; for he alone 
hath immortality. As God hath given to the Son 
to have life in himself, (by conferring upon him his 
own immortality,) so hath he given to the whole 
human family, in due time, to have life in the Son; 
for “this is the record, that God hath given to us 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son.” See Eph. 
i. 10, and 1 Cor. xv. 22,28. Observe, respecting 
the last verse referred to, the object of Christ’s 
reign is stated to be “that God may be all in all.” 
God is immortality ; and, therefore, for him to be 
all in all, is to impart immortality to all. Hence 
our Saviour quotes the declaration, “I am the God 
of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob,” to prove the resurrection from the dead ; 
for “ God (i. e. immortality) is not the God (or 
portion) of the dead, but of the living.” See Luke 
xx. 37,38. “ All live unto him ;” i. e. to immor- 
tality. This is the resurrection from the dead, 
which is promised to all men; and hence, “ we 
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed. 
For the trumpet shall sound and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible.” But I am getting aside from 
the immediate objects I had in view. 

The text informs us, that the angels of little chil- 
dren do always behold the face of God. ‘There may, 
perhaps, be some query what is meant here by the 
word angels. Some persons have been led to sup- 
pose that every individual of the human race bas 





an angel appointed over him, to watch his goings, 
and to minister unto him. They have supposed 
that good persons are thus guarded by good angels, 
and bad persons by bad angels. When Christ was 
upon earth, manifest in the flesh, and for a long 
time previous and subsequent to that date, the 
opinion prevailed, that the spirits of the dead enter- 
ed the living, and ruled over their minds. These 
supposed spirits, whether good or bad, are what are 
called demons, or devils, in the New-Testament. 
What truth there is in this hypothesis, I pretend 
not to determine ; but as it respects the angels men- 
tioned in the text, it appears to me most probable 
they are spirits inherently belonging to the persons 
spoken of. Christ speaks of the fact that the angels 
of little children do always behold the face of God, 
as though it were a great privilege and blessing to 
them. Whereas, if those angels were foreign and 
distinct beings from the children themselves, it is 
not easily perceived how it could be a matter of par- 
ticular interest or concern to them. The expres- 
sion of Christ, “ Their angels,” seems to imply that 
they were not other beings, but the property of the 
children of whom he spoke. Probably the same 
thing is meant by this expression; “The Spirit 
beareth witness with our own spirit,” &c. Rom. viii. 
17. Our spirits, and their angels, seem to be of 
the same signification. In this light I shall con- 
sider the text, and proceed to show— 

1. The necessary moral condition which a person 
must be in, in order that his spirit may behold the 
face of God. 

2. The condition which hinders this privilege, 
or enjoyment. 

8. The blessedness which flows from the enjoy- 
ment of this privilege. 

First—I proposé to consider the moral condition 
which is necessary, in order that one’s spirit may 
behold the face of God. This we may understand 
by considering and comparing different portions of 
Scripture upon the subject. We learn from our 
text, and parallel passages of scripture, that little 
children are in the moral condition requisite. We 
learn that this is their uniform, invariable state. 
Christ not only says their spirits behold the face of 
God, but they do always bebold his face. There 
is not a moment in their whole existence when they 
are in moral darkness, filled with doubts and fears. 
There is not a moment in which they indulge the 
tormenting apprehensions which are generated by 
false and forbidding ideas of the character of their 
Maker. Their angels, or spirits, behold our Father 
in heaven as he really is, without those false colour- 
ings which erring mortals have fixed on his characr 
ter. In beholding God, therefore, they behold the 
purest moral light, the sweetest life, the most en- 
dearing love. What then is their moral condition, 
by which they enjoy this happy privilege? Answer, 
It is innocence ; a state of innocence and purity of 
heart. Hence says Christ, “ Blessed are the pure 
in heart, for they shall see God.” Considering this 
declaration in connexion with our text, we must 
conclude that, little children are pure in heart. If 
it be necessary to possess a pure heart in order to 
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see God, then, as our Saviour has declared that the 
angels, or spirits, of little children do always be- 
hold his face, it follows, that little children are 
always pure in heart. This, therefore, is the moral 
state which it is necessary to be in, in order to see 
God; that is, to see him as he is, stripped of those 
revengeful, frightful characteristics, which have 
dishonoured his name. To be in this state, is to be 
in a state congenial with perfect love, which is 
God. Perfect love, therefore, casteth out fear, and 
filleth the soul with blessedness. Blessed are they 
who are converted from the errors of a false doc- 
trine, from the delusions and superstitions of the 
world, and have become as little children, having a 
taste and relish for the sincere milk of the word; 
the word of eternal life, the word of peace, of sal- 
vation, yea, blessed are the pure in heart, for they, 
like the angels of little ones, shall see God. The 
eternal Spirit will thus witness with their spirits’ 
that they are the children of God; and, if children 
then heirs, heirs of God, &c.—heirs with Christ, of 
immortality. 

Secondly—I am to consider the moral condition 
which hinders the enjoyment of the privilege men- 
tioned inthe text. As we learn from the text that 
the innocent, harmless, pure spirits of little child- 
ren do always behold the face of God, we conclude 
that adult persons, by some means or other, come 
to be actuated and governed by different spirits, and 
to possess impure hearts, and are thereby prevented 
from beholding the face of their Father in heaven. 
As all those persons were once those harmless, in- 


offensive, pure-hearted little children, some sad 
change must have taken place to transform them 


into characters so entirely different. If they were 
naturally possessed of that moral purity which I 
have described, they are now converted into some- 
thing which is against nature. St. Paul speaks of 
certain odious characters, who, he says, were “ with- 
out natural affection ;” and, being without natural 
affection, he describes them as being implacable 
and revengeful. Natural affection will spontane- 
ously fix itself on every kindred and lovely object; 
and, as all mankind are brothers, natural affection 
will embrace them all as such. When a person, 
therefore, is divested of this natural affection, he 
will then love none of the human race but hiin- 
self; and even his love for himself will be a false 
unnatural love: false and unnatural, because it will 
seek its own individual good at the expense of the 
kindred family of man, in which way it can never 
be found. It was this want of natural affection, 
this false love, which induced Cain to rise up 
against his brother and shed his blood. And it was 
because Cain, by such means, became metamor- 
phosed into a being so entirely different from what 
is natural, so different from what we may see ina 
little child, that he considered not only his fellow- 
being, but God himself, as his enemy. Being at 
enmity with his own nature, he exclaimed, “It shall 
come to pass that every one that findeth me shall 
slay me.” Being also at enmity with God, he ex- 
claimed, “ From thy face shall I be hid,” &e. Now, 
it is as natural to love God, as it is for a child to 





love its parent; and hence have we not all one 
Father? Hath not one God created us? When ye 
pray, say, “ Our Father which art in heaven.” If 
God be our father, if he be the father of the spirits 
of all flesh, then, truly, all mankind are his child- 
ren; and, as his children, why not love, why not 
reverence and adore him? Is it not because we 
are without natural affections? Is it not because, 
Cain-like, we have become estranged from God, 
our Father, and also, from our brethren? Being 
thus estranged, being thus perverted from our very 
natures, being thus deteriorated from what we were 
as little children, being thus impure in heart, and 
actuated by an evil temper, spirit, and disposition, 
we are ready, with Cain, to suppose every man’s 
hand against us, and that God, our unchangeable 
Creator, is our enemy. “He that hateth his bro- 
ther is a murderer,” and the murderer, the unnatu- 
ral monster who would shed a brother’s blood, 
must always be in the same condition as the unhappy 
Cain, crying, “ Behold thou hast driven me out this 
day from the face of the earth, and from thy face 
shall I be hid, and I shall be a fugitive and a vaga- 
bond in the earth, and it shall come to pass, that 
every one that findeth me shall slay me.” How dif- 
ferent the moral condition of such an one from that 
of a little child, or from that of him who is convert- 
ed, and has become as a little child! While that, 
being divested of natural affection, loving neither 
his Father in heaven, nor bis brother on earth, is 
thus flying from the terrors of his own haunted im 
agination, the horrors of his own guilty conscience, 
and viewing himself as a fugitive and vagabond in 
the earth, hid from the face of divine love, from 
the face of God; while that is in this awful, this 
seemingly insupportable state, this, this lite child, 
or this believer and follower of Jesus, who has been 
converted to his natural state and become as a little 
child, looks with smiles of complacency and love 
upon all his fellow-beings, upon all the bright and 
glorious works of God. He traces, with satisfac- 
tion, with delight, the infinite wisdom and _ benefi- 
cence of his Creator, in the countless objects which 
present themselves in the vast volume of nature. 
He rejoices in all that he sees, in all that he con- 
templates, as flowing from his Maker’s hand, and, 
under all the allotments of divine Providence, he is 
calm, serene, and composed, believing (and that is 
sufficient) that “ the Lord God omnipotent reign- 
eth.” In short, in this moral state, with these just 
views of God and his moral government, their an- 
gels do always behold the face of their Father in 
heaven. 

Thirdly—I am to consider the blessedness which 
flows from this source. Our Saviour would never 
have said, respecting little children, what he did in 
our text, if it had not been important. He never 
spent words on trifling subjects. We may, there- 
fore, suppose it is an exalted privilege to have ou 
spirits behold, and especially always to behold, the 
face of our Father in heaven. Indeed we are au- 
thorized from his language to consider this a bless- 
ed state. He declares, “ Blessed are the pure in 
beart.” Wherefore? “ For they shall see God”— 
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they shall enjoy what is always the portion of littie 
innocent children. This blessedness is that, after 
which saints, in every age, aspire. Job exclaims, 
“JT know that my Redeemer liveth—and though 
after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my 
flesh shall] see God.” “ As for me (saith David) I 
will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be 
satisfied when I awake with thy likeness.” Again— 
“ One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I 
seek after ; that | may dwell in the house of the 
Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of 
the Lord, and to inquire in his temple.” The 
strong desires of Job, and of David, to realize what 
is always enjoyed by the spirits of little children, 
are sufficiently manifest in the above quotations. 
The desires of David were to see the beauty of the 
Lord in his sanctuary—to see the beauty of the 
Lord by the eye of faith, or spiritually. It is in 
this sense that we behold the glory and beauty of 
our Maker as in the face of Jesus Christ. All that 
can be imagined of moral excellency, glory, and 
beauty, is to be found in that divine spirit which 
constitutes Christ in the heart, filling the soul with 
love, peace, and joy. In a state of conversion, 
when we have become as little children, “ The spirit 
itself beareth witness with our spirit that we are the 
children of God ; and, if children, then heirs ; heirs 
ef God, and joint heirs with Jesus Christ, to an in- 
heritance that is incorruptible, undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away.” Rom. viii. 17. and 1 Peter i. 4. 
As heirs of God, we are heirs of all moral perfection 
and beauty. The same spirit which is the source, 
author, and cause of all moral perfection, is the au- 
thor of all the order and beauty of natwe. The 
spirit of the Lord garnished the heavens; and, in 
the visible creation we behold a type of the adora- 
ble Divinity. Do we then, with admiration and 
awe, view and contemplate the amazing structure 
of nature ? How much more shall we admire, how 
much more shall we revere the invisible, the infi- 
nite, the incomprehensible Author! What are the 
heavens, with ail their shining hosts; the sparkling 
worlds, which are travelling their rounds through the 
vast regions of space, with all their splendour, with 
all their grandeur, majesty and beauty, in compari- 
son with him whose all-pervading, all-powerful en- 
ergy gave them form and motion, and continually 
suspends them in his invisible hand! The ponder- 
ous universe his matchless power sustains. 
“ His wisdom guides the rushing wind, 
** Or tips the bolt with flame ; 
* His goodness breathes in every breeze, 
“* And warms in every beam.” 

God is immutable ; God is eternal. His attributes 
are the same, yesterday, to-day, and for ever. 
“The heavens shall decay and wax old,” for all 
material things are mutable ; but God is the same, 
and his years have no end. Remember this—God 
is unchangeable. If the angels, the spirits of in- 
nocent beings, did ever behold his face with delight, 
it will be the same for ever. We find a thousand 
objects, in the material creation, which delight our 
eyes and please our fancy ; but how soon their beau- 
ties are gone, @nd gone for ever! The lily of the 


valley spreads its bosom to the sun, its delicate tints 
excite our attention, our wonder. But how soon 
the lily droops! bow soon its lustre vanishes! how 
soon its fragrance dies! Nor is even man, the no- 
blest work of God, with all his attractive perfections, 
possessed of unchangeable existence. He appears 
an infant of days, a youth of a few years, a man of 
one or two scores, or a decrepid creature of three 
score years and ten, and his ephemeral existence is 
ended. He is gone. The silent grave encloses him; 
he dissolves into his original elements, and no voice 
issues from the tomb to reveal the secrets of the un- 
seen state! The Scriptures alone come, with wel- 
come accents, to our ears, and inform us, that if man 
dies, he shall live agai: that he shall live again, be- 
cause the immortal, the unchangeable God is his 
God, and “ he is not the God of the dead but of 
the living.” They, therefore, who deny the resur- 
rection of the dead “do greatly err, not knowing 
the Scriptures, nor the power of God.” Yes, my 


friends, the grave, though it must embrace, in its 
cold relentless arms, this frame, which is so fearful- 
ly and wonderfully made,” cannot always boast its 


Once has its power heen overcome: Je- 
He lives; and “ because he 
He is “ the first fruits of 


victory. 

sus rose triumphant. 

lives we shall live also.” 
them that slept” —* the first-born of every creature.” 

Therefore “we know, that if our earthly house of 

this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of 

God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the 

heavens,” 2 Cor. v. 1. “We shall not all sleep, but 

we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twink- 
ling of an eye, at the last trump, for the trumpet 
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorrupt- 
ible,” 1 Cor. xv. 51, 52. “This (saith Christ,) is 
the Father’s will which hath sent me, that of all 
which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but 

raise it up again at the last day.” John vi. 39. 

Thus we have God for our Father, Christ for our 
resurrection, life and immortality for our portion, 
and heaven for our home. “ And there shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain; for the former things are 
passed away. And he that sat upon the throne said, 
Behold, I make all things new,” Rev. xxi. 4, 5, 
(compared with Isa. xxv. 7, 8.) Believing this, our 
angels, like those of little children, do always behold 
the face of our Father who is in heaven.—Amen. 

N. B. An extemporaneous address to the mourn- 
ers, which followed the foregoing sermon, is omitted. 

—>——. 

The following is a letter from a gentleman to his 
friend, accompanying two volumes written by 
Dr. Joseph Young, &c. This letter points, with 

- much precision, to some of the most prominent 
causes of the antichristian practices of the pre- 
sent day, and indicates much liberality of senti- 
ment, and independence of mind in the writer. 

FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
New-York, May 14th, 1823. 
TO MR, *HHHERE, 

Agreeably to your assent, and my promise, I 

have transmitted to you, for your perusal, two books 





written by Doct. Joseph Young, late of this city, on 
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the subject of Universal salvation. In placing 
these volumes before you, T wish to have it explicit- 
ly understood, that their contents are not to be re- 
garded as my religious creed. Not that I think the 
opinions and sentiments they contain are calculated 
to dishonour any person ; on the contrary, I believe 
they bear evidence of the real character of their au- 
thor; for if more than twenty year’s intimate ac- 
quaintance with him, qualified me to judge rightly, 
he had a strong, active, reflecting, inquisitive and 
logical mind. No man, perhaps, was more inde- 


fatigably studious, few more learned, and none more 
honest, honourable, humane and benevolent, or who 
took greater pleasure in doing good to his fellow 


beings. YetI have never known that human be- 
ing, however learned and honest, whose religious 
opinions T would be willing to adopt en masse. It 
I have but one talent, I will endeavour to cultivate 
that, and abide the result, in preference to being led 
blindfolded by the ten-talented Doctors of Law, 
Physic, or Divinity, or any one else, however actu- 
ally or reputedly learned. 

Allow me further to remark, that in putting the 
accompanying books into your hands, I am not in- 
fluenced by a desire that you should change your 
religious opinions. It is no concern of mine wheth- 
er you believe in future punishments or not, or 
whether future punishment will be eternal or tem- 
porary, so long as those opinions are not accompa- 
nied with any immoral acts against my equal rights, 
or those of others. All mankind agree that there 
are different degrees of crimes, and that strict justice 
in regard to crime and punishment, consists in cor- 
rectly apportioning the latter to the former. So 
long as we are found to act on this principle of jus- 
tice towards each other, none have a right to com- 
plain. It is therefore very foolish and impolitic, if 
I may not say wicked, for mankind to dispute and 
quarrel about a question, which they have neither 
the right nor the means of settling, viz. Whether in 
a futme state of existence, God will, in coincidence 
with the only rule of justice of which mankind have 
any knowledge, in the case before us, apportion the 
quantum of punishment to the degree of crimes re- 
spectively, or whether he will punish alike the child 
who steals a cake, and those impious bigots, who in 
the name of an iramaculate, just, and merciful God, 
commit slander, persecution, rapine, cruelty, and 
murder on their fellow beings, for dissenting fiom 
religious tenets by which those crimes are instiga- 
ted and excused! All religious sects admit that 
there is not any merry in eternal punishment—all 
allow (and some without heeding its incongruity) 
that infinite mercy ends where endless torment be- 
gins! "The advocates of such punishment call it 
justice! Punishment without mercy, is unmerciful 
punishment ; and if there could be such a principle, 
or such a virtue as justice, as applied to punishment 
without mercy, it would indeed be unmerciful jus- 
tice! What a paradox! And yet systems of religion 
are built on it, and whole congregations, no less 
honest and intelligent than others, for disbelieving 
it, are treated with as much severity as if abusing 
them was serving God ! 





The spirit of proselytism is produced by an excess 
of religious zeal, and I always regard it with a 
jealous and scrutinizing eye. It is arestless, busy, 
intermedling, presumptuous, officious spirit, and 
leads its possessors too often to concern them- 
selves so much about the religious opinions of 
others, as intirely to overlook the absurdity of their 
own. It is so intent on the attainment of its pri- 
mary object, that the character of the means by 
which its purpose is effected, is sometimes but very 
little, if at all regarded. It will use argument and 
persuasion in the absence of physical power; give 
it the latter, and it will act by force. Hence it is 
that the spirit of proselytism vested with political 
power, is immediately transiormed into that spirit of 
persecution which has crimsoned the soil of civilized 
nations with human gore, and made their history 
but little more than a catalogue of human crimes 
and miseries. How wise, how prudent, how just, 
nay, how pious then was it, in the framers of the 
American constitutions of political government, to 
withhold from religious zeal, the carnal weapons 
of political power, and leave it to combat error with 
reason and argument, its only righteous means of 
warfare! Those who would use other means than 
these, are too ignorant to be teachers, or too dis- 
honest to be trusted. 

But if the contents of the accompanying volumes 
are not to be regarded as my religious creed, nor the 
reading of them intended (by me) to enlighten your 
understanding, and induce you to embrace the doc- 
trine they espouse, why are they, (you will probably 
ask) tendered for your perusal? It is that you may 
know the real opinions and doctrines of an intelli- 
gent and learned Universalist, and also some of the 
reasons, arguments, and texts of scripture on which 
that doctrine is founded. That may possibly be 
useful to you, inasmuch as you will at least be more 
correctly informed on those subjects, when you hear 
the Universalists detail the reasons and evidences of 
their faith, than when you hear them second-hand 
from those who either do not know them, or may 
have an interest in making them appear to disad- 
vantage. While the customs and manners of civil- 
ized society inspne mankind with an inordinate love 
of money, and preaching is made a cash article, and 
people make a profit, nay, gain a livelihood by deal- 
ing in it, there never will be wanting those who will 
take an interest in keeping alive those sectarian 
prejudices and distinctions, which are among the 
means of enabling many to live without labour on 
the avails of the honest industry of the pious portion 
of the community. It is often the case, and is true 
as it relates to religious opinions, that mankind dif- 
fer most when they understand each other least.— 
While the different sects are induced to avoid inter- 
course with each other, and are led to turn a deaf-ear 
to what they have to say for themselves respective- 
ly, prejudices are easily engendered, as easily kept 
alive, and are too often actively employed to injure 
each other and benefit the cunning and designing, 
both in church and state. Should the members of 
the various sects habituate themselves to associate 
more familiarly with each other than they have been 
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taught to do, attend with patience and candour to 
hear and Jearn the opinions of each from their re- 
spective advocates, and reason, reflect and judge 
for themselves, they will probably find that a great 
portion of the opinions which each have entertained 
to the disadvantage of the others, have resulted 
from mistake, prejudice, or misrepresentation. This 
discovery will naturally dispose them to exer- 
cise more charity, liberality and benevolence to- 
wards each other, than they have been accustomed 
to do, and incline them more to follow the example 
of God, who bears, and forbears with them all, 
however different or inconsistent their religious 
creeds, or erroneous their estimate of the doctrines 
of each other, or however weak, foolish, or pre- 
sumptuous they may be, in threatening each other 
with his wrath, and imploring the vengeance of a 
God of infinite love and mercy, on the devoted 
heads of those no weaker and no more wicked than 
themselves! 

Charity, liberality, and benevolence among the 
numerous religious sects, by the means suggested, 
or some other, producing the like salutary effects, 
must be inculcated and practised, before a religion 
of “ Peace on earth and good will towards men,” 
can reasonably be expected to prevail, and exhibit 
throughout the habitable globe, that state of human 
felicity, ardently desired by every philanthropic 
and benevolent mind, and which bigotry, supersti- 
tion, intolerance, and cupidity, under the assumed 
name of Religion, have too long, and too success- 
fully conspired to prevent. 

With much esteem, and not less of good will, 
Iam, Yours, &c. T.H 
—~—>— 
MR. SAURIN’S VIEW OF THE DOCTRINE 
OF ETERNAL MISERY. 

After having preached a lengthy discourse, to 
prove the truth of the doctrine of endless misery, 
he observes thus, “I sink, I sink under the awful 
weight of my subject; and I declare, when I see 
my friends, my relations, the people of my charge, 
this whole congregation; when I think, that I, that 
you, that we are all threatened with these torments, 
when Isee in the lukewarmness of my devotions, 
in the langour of my love, in the levity of my reso- 
lutions and designs, the least evidence, though it be 
only presumptive, of my future misery, yet I find in 
the thought a mortal poison, which diffuseth itself 
into every period of my life, rendering society tire- 
some, nourishment insipid, pleasure disgustful, and 
life itself a cruel bitter. I cease to wonder that the 
fear of hell hath made some mad, and others me- 
lancholy.” Rel. Inq. 

—>—— 
ANOTHER CONVERSION IN THE MINISTRY. 

The Rev. Mr. Belfour, who has been for several 
years a Baptist minister in Charlestown, Mass. has 
recently become a Universalist. On the last Sab- 
bath morning, he made an avowal of his sentiments 
to his congregation. The friends of Universal Grace 
and Salvation, cannot but be thankful for this valu- 
able acquisition to the number of those who pro- 
claim eternal life, sure in Christ Jesus, for all man- 


kind. Mr. Belfour, is the learned author of the 
Letters to Professor Stewart, which appeared some 
time since in the Universalist Magazine, signed 
* An Inquirer after Truth.” Univer. Mag. 
. clidiieieie 
“SILLY WOMEN.” 

“ We are particularly pleased (says the editor of 
the Montreal Register) with a feature in one of the 
resolutions of the society, which we feel ourselves 
bound to notice. It is the appointment of Lapirs 
to the office of collector. The beneficial effects has 
been proved,” &c. He is right. Women have been 


duped by the clergy in all ages and countries. In 
British India they are burned alive to make a Bra- 
min’s holiday. 


Plain Truth. 


—~—>— 
A SCRAP. 
New way of exciting Repentance. 

The preachers in Spain, particularly the friars, 
have introduced the practice of producing pictures 
in their sermons, to aid their eloquence. A friar 
having expatiated on the torments of bell, with all 
the ardour possible, nods to some attendants to bring 
the picture, which exhibited some devils running 
red and sharp irons into sinners. These devils are 
painted with horns, claws, and seipentine tails; the 
reverend father holis a lighted torch before the 
picture, that it may be the better seen by the people, 
and with the most hideous vociferation denounces 
everlasting torments to the unrepenting, like those 
the painter has here expressed. Her. Sal. 


——_>—- 
CERTAINTY OF DEATH. 
Amidst the busy scenes of life 
Death's fatal arrows fly ; 
A darling child, a husband, wife, 
Is summon’d now to die. 


The crimson vanishes the cheek, 
The lustre trom the eye ; 

*Tis death ! our tender life-strings break ;— 
No parley—we must die ! 


What anguish fixes in the soul! 
What grief and sorrow nigh! 
No mortal art can fate control— 
"Tis fix'd, and we must dic. 


Spare but a year, a month, a day, 
The friend so dear, so nigh ; 

No, no, ‘tis death, there’s no delay, 
Prepare, you now must die ! 


Well death, thy conquest make ; 
Thy vicum take and fly; 

My Saviour comes! thy bands shall break !— 
Now death, thou too must die! 


I'll ransom from thy fatal power, 
O, grave ! thy pris’ners dear ;— 

They rest in hope of that blest hour ;— 
That blissful hour is near.—Hosea xiii, 14. 


The foregoing effusion accompanied the Sermon publisi 
ed in this Number. 
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